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Despite the government's promotion of foreign investment and liberalization of the Foreign
Investment Law in 1989, the number of maquiladora plants operating in Mexico declined from
1,878 in April of 1990 to 1,869 as of April 1991, according to the National Informatics, Geography
and Statistics Institute (INEGI). The number of persons employed by maquilas dropped from
454,057 to 443,910. In January-April 1990, the number of employee hours on the job totaled 68,598,661
compared to 64,054,182 in the first four months of 1991. Of the total number of maquiladoras in 1991,
1,365 are located in border states Baja California, Baja California Sur, Coahuila, Chihuahua, Nuevo
Leon, Sonora and Tamaulipas. The labor force includes 354,061 production line workers (140,184
men and 213,877 women); 55,771 technicians; and, 34,078 administrative employees. In January-April
1991, the maquiladora sector spent 10,235,363 million pesos (about $3.3 billion) on inputs. Of the
total, 98% were imported. Outlays for wages, salaries and benefits came to 1,896,978 million pesos
($628.8 million); machinery and equipment, 8,984 million pesos ($2.98 million); real estate, 99,691
million pesos ($33.06 million); electricity, 125,137 million pesos ($41.5 million); telecommunications
services, 32,613 million pesos ($10.82 million); customs fees, 28,896 million pesos ($9.584 million);
transportation, 55,608 million pesos ($18.44 million); building and equipment maintenance, 136,177
million pesos ($45.17 million); and, miscellaneous, 480,656 million pesos ($159.4 million). Value
added (including "profits and other factors") for the four-month period totaled 3,643,879 million
pesos ($1.2 billion). (Source: La Jornada, 08/08/91)
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